
REPORT OF Planning and Economy Manager
To: Full Council
Subject: Adoption of Compulsory Purchase Policy 
Date: 17 September 2018 Reference:

PURPOSE OF REPORT: 

To request full Council consider a draft Compulsory Purchase Policy for adoption.

1. INTRODUCTION

Compulsory purchase is a legal process that allows certain public bodies, including councils, 
to acquire land for a specific purpose if a landowner is not willing to sell by agreement. 
Torridge District Council does not currently have a policy setting out its approach to 
compulsory purchase, but following consideration of the merits of having such a policy, the 
Council’s Overview & Scrutiny (Internal) Committee has recommended full Council consider 
adoption of a compulsory purchase policy. 

2. REPORT

At its meeting of 7 August 2018, the Overview and Scrutiny (Internal) Committee considered 
the merits of adopting a compulsory purchase policy in general terms, and also considered a 
draft policy tabled at the meeting. The Committee’s view was that it could be very beneficial 
for the Council to have a compulsory purchase process in place as a matter of course, so 
that the process could be utilised in future if necessary to progress any specific schemes. 
The Process is set out in Appendix B.

The draft policy considered by the Committee is attached at Appendix A to this report. The 
Committee was minded to include particular reference at paragraph 20 of the draft policy to 
regular reviews of the implementation of any compulsory purchase process due to the 
potentially significant impact it may have on individuals and organisations involved or 
affected by the process. The policy sets out the general approach to be taken by the 
Council, while the specific legal and financial aspects of any particular compulsory purchase 
would depend on the circumstances of the specific case. 

Full Council is requested to review the draft policy with a view to adopting it subject to any 
amendments proposed. 

3. IMPLICATIONS

Legal Implications
No specific legal implications arise from the adoption of a compulsory purchase policy. 
Compulsory purchase however is a very complicated process and there are a number of 
legal issues arising from any use of the power. Specific legal advice should be taken in 
relation to each scheme where it is considered compulsory purchase may be an option.

Financial Implications
No specific financial implications arise from the adoption of a compulsory purchase policy. 
Specific financial advice should be taken in relation to each scheme where it is considered 
compulsory purchase may be an option, as there are likely to be significant costs incurred. 



Human Resources Implications
None

Sustainability/Biodiversity Implications
n/a

Equality/Diversity
n/a

Risk Management
The adoption of an agreed approach to compulsory purchase will assist in managing risk 
associated with the process, alongside specific advice on each particular use of the powers.

Compliance with Policies and Strategies
Adoption of a compulsory purchase policy can assist the Council in achieving its strategic 
objectives if it is unable to acquire land to progress a specific scheme.

Ward Member and Lead Member Views
Lead member:

4. CONCLUSIONS

Full Council is requested to consider the adoption of the draft Compulsory Purchase Policy 
attached at Appendix A. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

That Full Council adopt the draft Compulsory Purchase Policy attached at Appendix A, 
subject to any amendments. 
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